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SUBJECT: ASAD'S OPPONENTS CONTINUE ORGANIZING 

1 . EMBOFF TALKED WITH MFA AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR 
SHOUFI RECENTLY AND LEARNED THAT OPPOSITION HAS NO 
"IMMINENT" PLANS TO ATEMPT UNSEAT PRES. ASAD. SHOUFI SAID 
THAT VARIOUS OPPOSITION GROUPS TRYING TO ORGANIZE THEM- 
SELVES INTO MORE EFFECTIVE "AMALGAM." SHOUFI CLAIMED THAT 
MOST OF THE CIRITCISM OF ASAD HE HEARING THESE DAYS WAS 
COMING FROMALAWITES. "BY RATIO OF FOUR TO ONE." AND HE 
ADDED THAT THESE WERE ALWATIES WITH "POLITICAL INFLUENCE." 
HE STATED THAT ALWATIES BECOMING INCREASINGLY CONCERNED 
WITH THREAT OF SECTARIAN CIVIL STRIFE IN SYRIA DIRECTED 
AGAINST THEIR COMMUNITY BECAUSE THEY SPREAD THROUGHOUT 
MAJOR CITIES AND COULD EASILY BE TAKEN AS HOSTAGES. 

SHOUFI SAID ASAD'S OPPONENTS EXERTING EXTRA EFFORTS TO 
ATTRACT ALAWITES INTO THEIR ORGANIZATION BECAUSE THEY 
WISH TO AVOID SECTARIAN VIOLENCE AND REASSURE ALWATIES 
THAT OPPOSITION TO ASAD REGIME NOT BEING CONSTRUCTED ON 
SECTARIAN BASIS. 
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2. COMMENT: SHOUFI S REMARK THAT REGIME'S OPPONENTS 
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TRYING TO LINK UP AND SECURE ALLEGIANCE OF ALAWITE 
ELEMENTS REFLECTS ASAD'S PAST SUCCESS IN KEEPING HIS 
OPPOSITION DIVIDED; IT PRESENTLY UNCLEAR HOW CREDIBLE 
NEW OPPOSITION FRONT MAY BECOME. 

MURPHY 
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